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I Can’t Believe You Said That 
Genesis 12:1-2 &15:4-6 

03.16.2014 study questions 
Use these questions in your community group time to dig deeper and 

discover how you can apply today’s message to everyday life. 

INTRODUCTION 

   Three major world faith traditions—Judaism, Islam, and Christianity—claim the same starting 

point: a man named Abraham. All three agree that sin made a mess of the world and God 

started his clean up operation with Abraham. God made a series of promises and Abraham’s 

response to those promises didn’t just have implications for his personal starting point or the 

starting points of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. It had implications for your starting point as 

well.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1.  Which of the following reflects your view? Why?    

 God accepts me based upon my birth.   

 God accepts me based upon my behavior.   

 God accepts me based upon my belief.  

 God accepts me based upon some combination of the above.  

2.  Read Genesis 12:1-3 & 15:1-6 together.  Then ask…  

 Have you ever taken a first step in restoring a relationship? If so, what was it like for 

you?  

 What does that tell you about God’s approach to Abraham if the stories are true?  

 How about his approach toward you?  

3. Do you believe adversity is part of God’s plan? Why or why not?  

4. When have you seen someone demonstrate great faith despite his or her circumstances?  

5.  What experiences have you had that have made it difficult to trust God?  

6. In what area of your life is God currently calling you to trust him? What is one thing you 

can do this week to trust him? What can this group do to support you?       

MOVING FORWARD 

   When sin stranded mankind, God had a choice: hang an “Out Of Order” sign on our mess and 
move on or get involved. Because he cared, he chose to get involved. That meant he had to 
start somewhere. He reached out to one man—Abraham—and asked for his trust. In return 
for Abraham’s faith, God credited him with righteousness and cleared a path for personal 
relationship. He makes the same offer to each of us. 

   It’s almost too much to believe that God would treat us this way – so simple and affirming.  
Something in us often says I can’t believe you said that when God offers us relationship.   

   Pray for one another, and for your church family that we would all dive in, be all in, and truly 
believe it.  

CHANGING YOUR MIND 

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no 
deceit.   Psalm 32:1–2  


